TIMS Pre-Trip Training - by Brian Ford

Week 1 – Jesus: “Go and make disciples of all nations…” - What does the Bible say about Sharing our Faith?
Opener: Start by showing the video “Saving Me” by Nickelback which you can find online at YouTube and other video websites. You may also want to print out a copy of the lyrics to hand out to your students.
Transition: The “Saving Me” video shows a man obsessed with saving someone’s life because his own life had been saved.
Discussion Questions:

· What would it feel like to be able to see how much time everyone had before they died?

· How would it change your every day life?

· Why do you think he felt so compelled to ‘save’ others?
Lesson:
When it comes to sharing your faith are you compelled to tell your friends? Do you sense the urgency to rescue them from hell?

Before we can venture out into the virtual world, the internet to share our faith using social media we must first understand what the bible says about sharing our faith. Let’s take a look at what Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20.
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Jesus right off tells us to GO. He’s not making a suggestion. He doesn’t say “I think you should go” or “maybe you should go.” No, he says GO! In other words you and I are to take action, to move. The guy in the video took action. He searched for someone to rescue.

If you’ve put your faith in Christ alone then you’ve been rescued. Rescued from an eternity in Hell, and shouldn’t that compel us to tell others about Jesus? Shouldn’t the fact that God loves us so much that he allowed his son to be murdered, die on the cross, so we can be rescued from our sins compel you to rescue someone?

Jude 1:23 says; Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment.

And what action are we to take? We’re to make disciples and we are to teach them everything that God says, according to Matthew 28:19-20.
Let’s look at one more verse to see what the bible says about sharing our faith.

1 Corinthians 9:16 – “Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!”

The guy in the video was compelled to save someone. In this verse Paul is telling us he’s “compelled to preach” because woe (to curse yourself) to him if he doesn’t. In other words it bothered Paul greatly if he didn’t take a moment to tell someone the good news of Jesus Christ.

We’re about to embark on a week long missions trip reaching out to those in our community that have physical needs. We’ll be doing everything from painting a house, yard work and minor construction. But the physical work is not as important as the spiritual work.

So why are we spending a week working at other people’s home? Well, the work will allow us to build a relationship with our host families and give us the opportunity to share the good news with them. Imagine a whole family putting their faith in Christ during our week at TIMS.

Acts 14:21 says;  “They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples.”
For the next several moments we’re going start thinking about and praying for our host families and asking God to give us a heart of passion so that we are compelled to share our faith. Imagine the impact our group can make if we each shared with just one person during TIMS. Whether it’s someone from our host family or the guy delivering materials to the job site.
Close in Prayer

Have your students get into groups of two or three and spend time praying for the TIMS host families, hearts to be broken and open to the truth of the gospel, and boldness to share their faith.
Week 2 – I Feel Like a Mute Sometimes. - How to Share your Faith
Opener: Mute Organization (from thesource4ym)
Simply announce that you want everyone lined up across the room by birth date. Only catch: no talking. Once they are all lined up, ask certain people their birthdays just to be sure.

You can have them do the same thing, but by shoe size, height, etc.

Let me ask you a question; what kind of talker are you? I mean, there are some that love to talk and seem to be able to talk to anyone, anywhere. Then there are those who only talk to people they know; their friend and family.

And what about when it comes to telling other’s about Jesus? For many of us no matter what kind of 
“talker” we are we have a tendency to become like the game we just played. We clam up and don’t say anything.

Discussion Questions:

· What are some reasons we struggle to share our faith?

· Are you easily distracted from sharing your faith and what things distract us?
· Who do you know desperately needs to hear the gospel?
We just talked about some of the reasons why we don’t share our faith as well some of the things that distract us from sharing our faith. Some of you even shared someone you know that desperately needs to hear the good news. But the big question many of you have right now is; “how do I share my faith with my friends?”

Well, before you and I can even speak one word we first need to pray. That’s right, pray. We need ask God to give us the words to use when we share our faith. Paul saw the need to pray as he to struggled with what to say. 
Let’s look at Ephesians 6:19; “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel.”
Second we need to be prepared to share our faith.

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have." (I Peter 3:15)

So how do we prepare to give an answer? Are you prepared to tell others what Jesus has done in your life? Maybe you stumble over your words or you change the subject when someone asks you difficult questions.
In preparation for TIMS there are two keys we’ll look at that will prepare us to share our faith. 

The first key is God’s Word. Why is it important for us to know God’s Word?
God tells us; "All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work." – 2 Timothy 3:16

So when we’re stumbling over our words and not sure what to say remember that every word in the Bible comes from God and is used to teach as well as equip us for the work of sharing our faith. In other words you and I can trust God’s Words instead of our own.

But we also need to make it a daily habit to spend time in God’s Word. 

“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” – Joshua 1:8

Knowing and memorizing key verses that talk about: who is Jesus?, why did He come? and what did He do for us? will prepare you to give an answer. 
The second key is knowing your style.

Some people are talkative and can use creative stories or even their own story to tell others about Jesus. Some people are bold and direct not having any fear of rejection. Others use their intelligence sharing the gospel with facts and an organized way. Yet others are more relational. They love to listen and ask a lot of questions, and they usually bring up Jesus in little bits during the conversation.

So how do you discover your style? Ask God. Pray.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” – James 1:5
Second, go with how you feel. We talked about four different styles. Which one stood out in your mind and had you say; “yeah, that’s me.”
Discussion Questions:

· Divide into small groups of three or four and discuss which style you think best fits you and why. Then ask those in your group what they think your style may be.
Close in Prayer

Other Resources:

· Dare2Share’s: Field Guide to Sharing Your Faith

· How to share your faith with…

Atheists? Agnostics? Into Wicca? Or New Age? Which of these belief systems have you encountered before? Did you talk to them about what they believe? Were you able to share the gospel with them? Fourteen predominate worldviews are explored, providing insights on how to be effective in sharing your faith with others.

Which one of your friends do you want to share your faith with?
· Alisha the Agnostic [and here]

· Andy the Atheist [and here]

· Bailey the Buddhist 
· Erin the Evolutionist [and here]

· Hari the Hindu
· Jenna the Jew
· Jordan the Jehovah Witness [and here]

· Marty the Mormon [and here]

· Mo the Muslim [and here]

· Nicole the New Ager [and here]

· Ryan the Religious 
· Sid the Satanist [and here]

· Tara the Typical [and here]

· Willow the Wiccan [and here]

· Andrea the Arguer
Week 3 – I Can’t Find the Right Words? How to Spark a Spiritual Conversation
Opener: Ask The Sage (This game stretches youth to think before speaking and be deliberate with their words.)
Ask several volunteers to agree to be "Wise Sages" for the evening. Optional: Ask them to dress up and wait in several different rooms in your facility. The farther apart the Sages are the better. 

Next, prepare a sheet for each youth that has questions that only a "Sage" would be able to answer. They can be fun, silly, serious or related to your talk. But students must ask exactly the way the questions are phrased. Each Sage should have the answer to only one or two questions.

Give out your question sheet and a pen to each student. They must look for the Sages throughout the building. They are allowed to open the door and check to see if a Sage is there. If there is, they must close the door and petition the Sage to grant him or her an audience. They do this by saying these exact words..."OH GREAT WISE SAGE, MAY I ENTER?" If they fail to say this phrase, the Sage will say something like, "You have not asked correctly," and tell them to come back later. Students must go from Sage to Sage and cannot go to the same Sage twice in a row.

Once a student gains an audience with a Sage, he or she may ask a question. If the Sage does not know the answer to their question, the Sage should say something like, "I truly do not know." In that case, the student should make note not to ask that Sage the same question again.

If the Sage knows the answer, then the student marks a correct answer on his/her sheet. The first student with all the answers wins.
· Take some time to discuss the students reaction to the game and it relates to bringing up a spiritual conversation with someone.
Our culture is changing all the time and despite what some may think the gospel is relevant yesterday, today and tomorrow. Jesus sparked a spiritual conversation by asking for a drink of water. 

John 4:7 - When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"
And you and I can bring up spiritual conversations like Jesus by using everyday conversation.

Let’s look at the follow verse.

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” – Romans 1:16
You and I need to share the gospel with confidence and assurance that God in His sovereignty will call others in spite of cultural differences because the gospel is powerful and is for everyone.
When Paul went to the people of Mars Hill he didn’t have the technology, movies, or music we have today. He faced a culture that was different from his own and he had to rely on his surroundings and what was relevant at that time.
Read Acts 17:2-3
As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said.
In the first part of Acts we see Paul clearly using scripture to reach the Jews (he reasoned with them from the Scriptures). But in order to reach the Greeks Paul had to resort to different tactic in order to present the gospel. 

Read Acts 17:18-23
A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean.” (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)
Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.
Paul saw something in the Athenian culture that he knew he could use to spark a conversation that would lead to sharing the gospel. As a matter of fact Paul ends up telling them the entire gospel story (Acts 17:24-32) As a result many become believers that day. 

Discussion Questions:

· Using Paul’s example; how would you explain to your friends the bible in a way that makes sense to them? (suggest using Dare2Share’s G.O.S.P.E.L.)
· What are some things that you can use to spark a spiritual conversation with your host familiy?
· What are some other tools you can use to share the gospel with your host family?
